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Community Café Dice

This resource was created to provide ideas and activities for language teachers and learners at primary and lower secondary level. It was inspired by a workshop commissioned by the Community Café Project which offered a wide range of ideas for using songs, games and quizzes with young language learners. The presenters, Jackie Berry and Liz Lord, demonstrated some of the ways in which a simple dice could be used in class which  we have incorporated into the design of the dice offered here.

Using the dice

In addition to the number each side of the dice offers a different topic for discussion illustrated by a relevant picture and an example activity. These can be adapted for whatever language is being taught and tailored to the language level of the pupils. In addition to the stimulus questions and activities given on each side of the dice below are some further activities that can be done with a class.

Numbers

	Revise numbers 0-6
	Pupils roll the dice, look at the number and say it

	
	Pupils roll the dice, look at the number and say the number that precedes it

	Revise numbers 1-12
	Pupils roll the dice, look at the number, double it then say the resulting number

	Revise numbers 1-36
	Pupils roll the dice, look at the number, multiply it by itself then say the resulting number


Vocabulary

	Revise colours red, blue, green, orange, pink, yellow
	Pupils roll the dice, look at the colour and say it

	
	Pupils roll the dice, look at the colour and name as many things as they can which are the same colour, e.g. yellow – sun, banana, lemon

	
	Roll the dice, look at the picture and name all the colours you can see in that picture

	Revise vocabulary for clothes, colours, food, transport, sport, school
	Throw the dice: how many things can you name in the picture?

	
	Throw the dice: describe a person or object from the picture for others to guess

	
	Look at all of the pictures, choose one of them and describe it to a partner who has to decide which picture is being described 

	Revise personal information (ages, days of the week, times, months) 
	Throw the dice: answer the relevant question in a sentence or with the relevant word for a number, time, day or month.

1. How old are you? [number]

2. What time do you eat lunch? [time]

3. When is your birthday? [number/month]

4. When do you go on holiday? [month/season]

5. When do you play sport? [day/s]

6. What days of the week do you have maths lessons [day/s]


Grammar

	Revise sentence structures: I like/don’t like; my favourite … is
	Using each picture as a stimulus ask about likes/dislikes or favourites, e.g. what is your favourite colour (1), do you like cheese (2), what is your favourite festival (3), what do you like to do on holiday (4), what sports do you like (5), what is your favourite subject (6)

	Revise present tense verbs: to go, to eat, to talk, to watch, to play, to do
	Using each picture as a stimulus ask pupils to answer the question what are you doing? e.g. 

1. I am talking to my friends 

2. I am eating bread 

3. I am watching fireworks 

4. I am going on holiday to [name of country] 

5. I am playing [name of sport] 

6. I am doing my homework 

	As above but with past/future tense
	Using each picture as a stimulus ask pupils to answer the question what did you do last week/what will you do next week? 

	Revise prepositions – in, on, at, to, with, opposite, above, below
	Throw the dice: give the preposition which connects two things in the picture, e.g.

1. children – floor

2. fish – banana

3. sky – firework

4. sea – plane

5. ball – net

6. book – table

This can be done in pairs with different objects. More advanced learners can be asked to put their answers into a sentence.
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